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r.M lun $ Letter from Bone. 


| n. E E Defien of the Cheats Pai being 
to explain the Doctrine and Ceremonies 
of the Catholick Church, and to vin- 
Meare the ſame from the Miſrepreſentations of 
our Adverſaries, the Reader, whether Catholick or 
Proteſtant, may reaſonably expect that I ſhould. 
not fend them abroad into the World without 
taking fome notice of a late Performance of Dr. 


 ſhewing an exafi Conformity between Popery and 


derived from that of their. bealben Anceſtors. This 
being a. Work directly levelled againſt ſome Part 
of the Ceremonies of the Church, and having been 
received with great Applauſe by many in this 
Nation, ſo as to have paſſed through three 
Editions in the Space of a few Years: Tis to 
comply with fo reaſonable an Expectation that 1 
have determnied to employ this ſmall Tract in 
making ſome Animadverſions upon this Letter of the 
Doctor; to which, tho? conſiſting of ſeventy Pages 
in Quario, 1 hope, with the Help of God, in 4 
few Pages to give a full and ſatisfactory Anſwer. 
The chief Particulars which the Doctor objects 
againſt in the Religion of modern Rome, and upon 
Which he grounds the Parallel which he pretends 
to make between Fopery and Paganiſm, are theſe: 
B a 


, 


” . 


Conyers Middleton, entitled, A Letter from Rome, 


Paganiſm ; or the Religion of the preſent Romans 


I 


. 2 1 
1ſt, The Uſe of lacenſe and Perfumes in Churches: 
2 dly, The Uſe of Holy Water; 3dly, The Burning 


 0F 3 and Candles; 4thly, Offerings or votive 
Sifts; gl., Images, which he jumbles rogether 


Ip. with the Veneration of the Saints; 67bly, Chappels 


on the Way-ſide for the Devarion of Travellers, 
Croſſes, and ſometimes Chappels upon Hills; 7%, 
Proceſſions; 8 Miracles, with which, it ſeems, 
he is very much offended whereever he meets them; 
and thereſore he dwells longer upon that Subject 
than any other. All theſe Things he pretends to 
diſcover in the Religion of the old Pagans ; and 
therefore imagines he has a Right to conclude, that 


x the modern Romans have derived their whole Reli- 7 


gion from them. 
© Before-I proceed to examine e theſe Pre 
and to anſwer the Doctor's Objections againſt them, 
I cannot but take notice of a Piece of foul Play in 
him, unworthy of that Candour of which he makes - 
. Profeſſion, . which he acknowledges he met with 
in all thoſe whom he had the Honour to converſe 
with at Rome; which is, that having undertaken in 
his Title- page to ſhew an eva Conformity between 


the Religion of the preſent Romans and that of their 


Pagan Anceſtors, and in the Body of his Book ha- 
ving more than once given the Preference to the 
latter, yet in drawing his Parallel he has been ſo dif- 
ingenuous as to difſemble, on the one Side, all the 
groſſer Superſtitions of the Pagnas, and for the moſt 
Part only to take notice of certain Obſervances, 
which were no otherwiſe criminal than in being ap- 
plied to the Worſhip of falſe Gods; and on the 
other Side has quite paſs'd over in Silence the moſt 
ſubſtantial Parts of the Religion of the preſent Ro- 
mans, and only cavil'd at ſome Ceremonies or Matters 
of leſs Importance. For can the Doctor really think, 
that the Belief of the Scripture, and of the three 
| reeds, | is no Part of the Religion of Rome? Is 


e not 


"T1 


not the one, true 1 living God 3 there 


in three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? 
Does not the People univerfally believe in Jeſus 


Chriſt ? Is not the Euchariſtick Sacrifice offered in 
all their Churches, in Memory of his Death and 


| Paſſion? Is not the Word of God preached amongft 


them; the divine Office, copſiſting of Pſalms, Sora x 


ture-Leſſons, Sc. daily ſung; the Sacraments fre- 


quented, Sc? And which of all theſe Things has 


been derived to the modern Romans from their hea- 


then Anceſtors? But it was not for the Doctor's 


Purpoſe to take any notice of any of theſe Things, 
no, not ſo much as even of the Articles of the Pro- 
feſſion of Faith. publiſhed by Pope Pius IV. which 
he very well knows to be the Standard of what he 


calls Popery, and yet has not fo much as offered to 


ſhew any Conformity in any one of them (excepting 
the Article of Saints and their Images, which he 

groſly miſrepreſents) with the Doctrine or Practice 
of the Pagans, To ſuch Shifts as theſe are Perſons 


1 unhappily driven, who are reſolved to maintain a 
bad Cauſe. ay 


But let us ſee what theſe groſs Superſtitions are, 


upon which the Doctor grounds his Charge againſt 
the modern Romans, and would have his Readers 


believe they are no better than Pagans. In the firſt 


place, he inſtances in the Ule of Incenſe in Churches; 
and we may preſume he is too well acquainted with 


the Rules of R hetorick not to rank in the Front 
ſome of thoſe which he eſteems his ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments: So that he looks upon this as one of the 


molt notorious Inſtances of heatheniſh Superſtition, © 


But has he any thing to urge againſt it from Scrip- 
ture, the only Rule of a Proteftant's Faith? Not 


one ſingle Word. On the contraray, if he had been 
as well read in the Scriptures, as he would ſeem to 
be in the heathen Poets, he would have found the 

' Uſe of Incenſe 1 in the Temple of God, and that by 


F 0 3- God? 


"Fo 4 3. 6 


. God's own Ordinance*, in Records of a far more 
ancient Date than any he can produce for the Uſe 
of it among the Heathens, who in this, as in many 
other Things, did but mimick the ſacred Ceremo- 
nies preſcribed in the Law of God. And certainly 
a Perſon that has been but moderately verſed in the 
ſacred Writipg will be ſurpriſed to find the Uſe 
of Incenſe ranked by the Doctor amongſt hea- 
theniſh Rites, ſince it is frequently mentioned with 
Honour in God's Holy Word ; as when the P/almiſt 
deſires that his Prayers may aſcend as Incenſe in the 
Sight of God, Pſalm cxli. 2 as when the Pro- 
phet Malachi (as his Words are render*d in the Pro- 
teſtant Bible) fortells, Chap. i. 11. that in the 
Church of Chrif# Incenſe ſhall be offered in every 
Place to God's Holy Name; as when St. John in 
the Revelation, Chap, v. 8. and Chap. viii. 4, Sc. 
repreſents to us Odours and Incenſe burning before 
God in the heavenly Feruſalem. For, allowing theſe 
Texts to be figurative, yet we are not to ſuppoſe 
that the ſacred Pen. men would deſcribe to us the 
Service, either of the militant or triumphant Church, 

by Figures borrowed from heatheniſh Superſtition. | 
As for what the Doctor has alledged againſt the Uſe 
of [ncenſe out of the Acts of the Martyrs, who choſe. 
rather to die than to offer Incenſe to falſe Gods, and 
out of the Law of Theodoſius, which confiſcates the 
Places in which the Pagans had offered Incenſe to 
their Deities, he could not but know, that all this 
vas utterly. foreign to his Pu- pole: But if he had a 
mind to be informed of the Antiquity of the Ceremo- 
nial Uſe of Incenſe amongſt the Chriſtians, he might 
have found it in the moſt ancient Liturgies, and 
even in the very Canons attributed to the OP, 15 
Can. 3 

The: next thing the Doctor objects againſt as hea- 
theniſh, is the Uſe of Holy Water, which he pre- 


* Sce Exod. xxx. 7, 8. xl. 27. Levit, xvi. 12, &c. | 
tends 


a1 


tends to derive wah the Heathens, becauſe ke finds 1 


in his Poets that the Pagans of old, in entring into 


their Temples, vufed to be ſprinkled with Walter; 
and he thinks he has diſcovered, in ſome Scraps of 
2 ry Greek Verſes, that there was Salt mingled with 
this Water; and, which is ſtill a more wonderful 
Diſcovery, in poring upon old Medals, he imagines 
he has found out ſomething not unlike a Sprinkling- 
bruſh amongſt the things uled by the Pagan Prieſts. 
But what a Pity it is, that, amongſt all theſe great 
Diſcoveries, he has not met with any Account of the 
Hleathens ever making uſe of Water ſanfified by 


the Word of God and 25 in the Name, and by 


the Virtue of Feſus Chriſt : For this is what we call 
Holy Water; and this.the Pagans never uſed, As 
for the reſt, we find mention of Holy Water, that 
is, Water fanctified for Religious Uſes, in the moſt 
ſacred Records of the divine Law, long before the 
Heathens abuſed it to their Superſtition: See Numb. 
xix. And the Doctor might with full as good a 
Grace have proved the Sacrament of Baptiſm to be 
u heatheniſh Practice, from the Pagans Uſe of Wa- 
ter in their Temples, as have alledged it againſt Holy 
Mater; which is with us a Memorial of our Bap- 
tiſm, as that in the Old Law was a Figure of it. 
As forthe yearly Feſtival, which the Doctor ſays is 
celebrated with great Solemnity in the Month of 
January, and is called the Benediction of Horſes, 1 
never yet met with it in the Reman Kalender; and 
tho Thave ſpent the greateſt Part of my Life abroad, 
never ſaw nor heard of any ſuch Ceremony, as that 
which he pretends is practiſed upon that Day by the 
Monks of St. Anthony, near St. Mary Major in Rome. / 
Bur however this be, we may hope there is nothin 
heatheniſh in this Ceremony, ſince the Doctor, Who 


is ſo good a Chriſtian, procured, tho? it was, as he 

ſays, at the Expence of Eighteen-pence, ' his own 

Horſes to be bleſsꝰd by theſe good Monks, p. 2 
he. 


"FT 


The third ching which the Doctor quarrels with, 
as derived from the Heathens, is the burning of 


Lamps before the Altars, and ſetting up Wax- 


Candles to burn in the Time of divine Service. 
This, he ſays, was firſt introduced by the Egyptians; 


for which he quotes, in the Margin, Clement of Alex- 


andria, Stromal. L. 1. C. 16. But this Author ſays 

no ſuch thing; and the true Original of ſetting up 
Ligbts, or burning Lamps in Temples, is to be 

found in the Law of God, Exod. xxv. xxxvii. and 


xl. And as the Devil affected to have his Temples, 


Altars, Prieſts, Sacrifices, and all other Things 


which were uſed in the Worſhip of the true God, 


| fo no wonder that he procured alfo to have Lamps 
ſet up in his Temples, in Imitation of thoſe which 


by the Law of God were appointed to burn before 
the Sanctuary. 


the Worſhip of the true God, 
Next to the Lamps or Wax-Lights burning before 


the Altars, he falls upon the Number of Offerings or 
_ votive Gifts hung up, in teſtimony. of Cures or De- 


liverances, around the Altars, or the Shrines of the 


Saints: All which he takes for downright Heatheniſm, 


becauſe he finds the Footſteps of the like Offerings 


hung up in the Temples of the Heathens. Bur 


here ler him take notice, once for all, that Practices 


in themſelves innocent are not render'd unlawful, 
by having been abuſed by the Heathens to their Su- 


perſtition; that all that was heatheniſh in this Caſe 
was the referring and dedicating theſe Things to the 
Honour of their falſe Deities 3 and that ic cannot 


be e diſagreeable to the true ang wag God, that ſuch 
as 


The Doctor therefore is very much 
. miſtaken, when he too haſtily concludes, that every 
Ceremony uſed by the Heathens in the Worſhip of 
their falſe Gods is conſequently heatheniſh, and as 
' ſuch ought to be baniſhed from the Worſhip of the 
true God ; fince the greateſt Part of theſe RE 
nies were indeed borrowed by the Heathens from 5 


.. - 


£1 


as believe Ge have received Favours from him by 
the Prayers o 
Acknowledgment of it. 


his Saints, ſhould make a publick 
The Doctor could not but be ſenſible, that the 


Things which he has hitherto objected againſt had 
nothing heatheniſh in their Nature, and that nor 
one of them was ever condemned or prohibited by 
the Law of God: And therefore, ſince Truth would 
furniſh him with no Arms in order to make out his 
Charge of Idolatry and heatheniſh Superſtition, in 
Which he pretends that modern Rome equals or ex- 
_ ceeds her Pagan Anceſters, he is forced to call in to 
his Aſſiſtance Miſrepreſentation and Slander, For 
what is it elſe but the groſſeſt Miſrepreſentation and 
_ downright Slander to charge the Church of Rome, 
as he does, p. 29. of the finiſhing Af and laſt Scene 
of genuine Idolatry, in Crowds of bigot Votaries pro- 
 frrating themſelves before ſome Image of Wood or Stone, 
and paying divine Honours to an Idol of their on 
erectng? The Doctor ſhould have remember'd 


here what he promiſed in his Preface, viz. to pro- 


Auce, for what he ſhouldcharge upon us, ſuch Vouchers 
as we ourſelves would allow to be authentick, Inſtead 
of which we are, it ſeems, upon his bare Word, 
without either Proof or Witneſs, to believe a Charge 
which in itſelf is highly improbable, and which 
every one, that is acquainted with the Doctrine and 


Practice of the Catholick Church, knows to be ab- 
ſolutely falſe, The ſecond Council of Nice, to which 


the Council of Trext refers in the Decree concerning 
Images, declares, that divine Honour, Aale, is not 
to be given them, As vii; and the Council of 


Trent, Seſſ. 25, declares, that we are not to believe 


there is any Divinity or Virtue in them, for which 
they are to be worſhipped ; that we are nor to pray 


to them, nor put our Truſt in them. And ever 

Child amongſt us knows, that if we keep with Re- 

ſpect the Images or Pictures of Chriſt and his Saints, 
ME | tis 


11 


tis not to make them our Gods, as at Heathen 
did their Idols, nor to give them the Honour that 
belongs to God; but, by the Honour we ſhew to 
the Memorials, to expreſs our Eſteem, Love and 


Veneration for the Perſons repreſented by them, and 
to uſe them as Helps to raiſe our Thoughts and Af. 


fections to heavenly Things. 


But, to make out the eaſier this Charge of Ido- 


Jatry againſt us, the Doctor has made an important 
Diſcovery, which he fathers upon St. Jerome, tho? 


indeed *tis a Brat of his own z which is, that all 
Images of the Dead are Idoli, and conſequently are 


liable to all thoſe Cenſures, which in the Scripture; 
in the Fathers, and in the Laws of Chriſtian Empe- 


rors, are pronounced againſt Idols. An important 


Diſcovery indeed ! by which i it appears, that, after 


all the Pretences of his own Church to a thorough 


Reformation, ſhe has not yet got rid of Idols, but 
has them every where ſtanding, and new ones daily 
erected, in ſpite of the Law of God; and thet not 


only in every private Houſe, inhabited by her Chil- 
dren (ſcarce one of which is found without ſome 


Image or Picture of the Dead but alſo in her pub- 
lick Places, and in her very Churches, out of which, 


tho? ſhe has generally removed the Images of Chriſt 


(which *cis hoped the Doctor will not look upon to 
be Idols, if he believes the Reſurrection of bis Re- 


deemer) yet ſhe has brought in, in their ſtead, the 


Images of Moſes and Aaron, who are certainly dead 
and, "what is worſe ſtill, has introduced dead Lions 


and Unicorns into the Sanctuary, in place of tbe 
. Croſs of Chriſt; tho? this alſo of late has been erected 
upon the Top of the chief Church of the Kingdom, 


ſurrounded with many other of the Doctor's Idols, 
to the great Offence of the Purilans, who are the 
only People that will thank the Doctor for the Pains 

he has been at to furniſh them with Arms agzinſt 


he: eftabliſh'd Church. be © ho' tis to be feared, if 
* they 
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ths ks for Good the Dotot”s Definition of 7 an 


aol their Zeal againſt Idolatry may raiſe ſome 


Scrup le in them, with relation ro the Images of 


Kings deceaſed, which they carry in their Pockets, 
or hoard up in their Bags, and which, 'tis thought, 


they worſhip more than either the eng King or ; 
any Deity whatſoever. _ 


What then is the real Difference.” between Tels 
(Lat. Simulachra) and thoſe Images or Pictures which 


we have in our Churches? Ir is this, that Idols, 
according to the Eccleſiaſtical Uſe of the Word, 
adopted by the Holy Fathers and all Antiquity, are 
only ſuch Images as are ſet up for Gods, and ho- 

noured as ſuch; or in which ſome Divinity or Power 
is believed to reſide by their Worſhippers, who 
accordingly offer Prayers and Sacrifice to them, 


and put their Truſt in them. Such were the Idols 
of the Gentiles, and ſuch werè thoſe Images of the 


Dead, of which St. Jerome ſpeaks [in Cap. 37. aie] 5 
viz. the Gods of thoſe Nations which Senacheri 


and his Predeceſſors the Aſſyrian Kings had deſtroy*d 
which, having been no better than the Images of 


Men doubly dead, were by Senacherib and his Ser- 


vants fooliſhly and impiouſly compared to the true 


and living God. So that *ris true enough that theſe | 


Zdols were Images of the Dead, which is all that St. 


but ?cis not true, that all Images 
of the Dead are Idols, which is what Dr. Middleton 
would infer. I ſhall only add, with relation to St. 
Jerome, that he expreſly affrms, that the Saints are 


not to be called dead, but living; and therefore their 


Images are out of the Queſtion, L. contra Vigilant. 
Sancti non appellantur mortui ſed vi ventes. 


gut our Notion of the Idolatory of modern Rome 
e (ſays che Doctor, p. 31) will be much heighten'd 
&«. ſtill and confirm'd, as oft as we follow them into 
* thoſe Temples,and to thoſe very Altars, which were 


* Q Idola intelligimus Imagines mortuorum, in Cap. 37. Taiz. 
. « built. 


Ter 3 


4 built originally and dedicated by their beatben Au- 


«+ ceftors the old Romans to the Honour of their 


% Pagan Deities 3 where we ſhall hardly ſee any. 


60 Aer Alteration than the Shrine of ſome old Hero, 


4 filled now by the meaner Statute of ſome modern 
_*. Fajut.”” There is another trifling Difference, 
Which he does not think worth while to take notice 


of; which is, that all theſe Temples are now dedi- 


cated to the Service of the true and living God; 
that the Word of God is there preached, the divine 


Praiſes ſung, and the great Euchariſtick Sacrifice, 


the Memorial of the Paſſion of Jeſus Cbriſt, daily 
celebrated; whereas before ny were dedicated o 
the Worſhip of the Devil. 1605 
But, beſides this, the or cannot be vat, 
that the modern. Roman Altars are not the ſame as 
' thoſe the Heathens made uſe of for their Sacrificesz 
that the Image of Chriſt crucified is placed upon all 
our Altars, not to be worſhipped as a God, likethoſe 
1dols, whith he calls the Shrines of his ld Heroes, 
but as a Memorial of Cbriſt's Paſſion ; © that the 
Churches, tho? called by the Names of the Saints 
whoſe Relicks are there repoſited, or Memory cele- 
brated, are not erected to the Saints, much leſs to 
their Images, but to the God of the Saints; that 
our Devotion to the Saints goes no farther than the 
deſiripg their Prayers; and that their Pictures or 
Images are no more with us than their Aal, 5 


which we reſpect for their ſakes. Tit” 
But the Doctor, it ſeems, is offended that the 


Pantheon and other Temples of the Pagans have 
been changed into Churches of the blefled Virgin 
and the Saints; and thinks that the od Poſſeſſors (the 
beathen Deities) had a better Title to them than 
the Mother of Cbriſt or his Matyrs; and declares, 
that he ſhould be much more inclined to pay his 

Devotion to a Romulus or Antonine, than to (the 


illuſtrious Martyrs) Laurence or x wa A. 33. 34 


of St. Auguſtine againſt Fauſtus, L 
no one, that pretended to the Name of Chrittinn, 
ever ventured to prefer the Pagan Deities before the 
Martyrs of Chrif, This was an Extravagance 
that none but Julian the Apoſtate was capable of, 
from whom the Doctor has copied it. See St. Cyrit 
of Alexandria, L. 6: contra Fulianum. 


En 


1 ſuppoſe, by the ſame Rule, he 8 bel it very 
ill to find ſo many Popiſh Churches, nigher home, 
changed into Proteſtant Temples, without ſo much 
as taking the Pains to new chriſten them: So that, 
without going to Rome, we may find a Laurence, 
an Alban, and a great Number of other Romiſh 
Saints, in the very Heart of London. For ſince he 
openly declares, that the Pagan Deities had a juſter 


Title to Religious Veneration than any of theſe 


Saints, conſequently a Church of St. Laurence muſt 
needs give him more Offence than a Fenn of 
Bacchus. 


But ſome 1 may pollbiy apprehend, from the Way | 


that the Doctor ſpeaks of the Martyrs of Thrift, E 


that he is no greater Friend to Chriſtianity in ge- 


neral than he is to Popery : For tho' ſome ancient 
Fereticks have objected of old to the Catholick 

Church, as he now does, that we had bur changed 
our Idols i in worſhipping; the Saints inſtead of the 
Pagan Deities (which was the Objection of Vigilan- 
ns Gd of Fauſtus the Manichæan, as we learn from 


the Writings of St. Jerome e x Vigilantius, and 
20. C. 21.) yet 


As to what he tells us upon hear. ſay, that ſome 


- of the Images of the Saints were originally Statues 
of the Pagan Deities, and others deſign'd by the 
Sculptors or Painters for the Repreſentations of their 

own Miſtreſſes; till he brings ſome better Authori- 


ty for it, than a Tis ſaid, we ſhall not think it 
worth the while to take any notice of it. For if, 


in Things that he poſitively aſſerts, he makes no 


ſeruple of advancing notorious Untruths, as ow 
C2 e 


OY PILES 


T 12 J. 
he tells us, P. 3 3. | that many of the Rani Saints 


were never heard of but in our Legend; and that 
many more have no other Merit but that of raiſing 


Rebellions in Defence of their Idols, and throw- 
ing whole Kingdoms into Convulſions for the fake 
of ſome gainful Impoſture: If, I ſay, in ſuch 
Things as theſe, which he affirms to be certain, he 
__— advances ſuch Falſehoods, who will venture to be- 


lieve what he tells only upon Hearfay ? 3 
His pretending to derive the Name of I Oraſtes 8 

"ett Mount Soradte is ridiculous beyond meaſure: 

And his ſuſpecting that ſome who are honour'd as 


Martyrs were originally no others than the Hea» 
then Deities, by reaſon of fome Affinity which he 
diſcovers in their Names, is a groundleſs Suſpicion, 
as any one will be convinced that i is not entirely a 
Stranger to ancient Church-Hiſtory; in which we 
find, by innumerable Inſtances, that as a great Part 
of the Primitive Saints and Martyrs had been Con- 
verts from Paganiſm, fo: a great many of their 
Names had no {mall Affinity with theſe of the Hea - 
theniſh Deities 3 and ſometimes were the very ſame, 
as in the New Teſtament itſelf we find a Diony/ius, 


Acls xvii. 34. which is the Greek Name of Bacchus; 


and a Hermes, Rom. Xvi. 10 which is the Greek 
Name of Mercury, . 


As to what he writes of Julia Ewvodia, ia, no > fadh 


Saint was ever honour'd in our Church, much leſs 
any St. Viar; ſo that thoſe pretty Stories, like the 
Inſcriptions which he alledges, which are the Works 
of private Perſons without any Authority, are not 


worth our Notice; no more than Uſer's Conjec- 


ture concerning St. Amphibalus, or Mabillon's con- 
cerning St. Veronica: For, allowing them both to be 


as well grounded as the Doctor can deſire, it will 
only follow that there has been a Miſtake in the 
Name of the Ecclefiaſtick harbour'd by St. Alban, 


and that of the pious my on whoſe Handker- 


chief 


calls the principal Part 


* 


11 13 


Ae our 8 inipriated the Image of his Face, 1 
But after all, neither the one nor the other werfe 
ever canonized bythe Church, nor are their Names xo 5 
found in the Roman Martyrology. WR. 
I cannot comprehend why the Doctor, p. 4, 


ſhould bring in the Adoration of the Hoſt, which he 


of F/orſhip,. and the diftin- : 
guiſhing Article of Faith in the Creed of modern Rome's 


of which he confeſſes he cannot find 1be leaſt Re- 
ſemblance or Similitude in any Part of the Pagan Wot- 


ſhip ; unleſs it were to diſprove that eva? onfor nity | 
which in his Title- Page he hat promis'd to prove 
betwixt Poper) and Paganiſm; or rather to make 
Way for alledging againſt us the Authority of Tully 


. which he prefers before that of the Apoſtles anc 


Evangeliſts, of the Abſurdity of believing that to 
be God which we receive under the Sacramental 
Veils: An Abſurdity, which the Doctor could have 


had no room to have obj jetted to us, had he not 


forgot his own Carechifen,* which inform'd him, that 
the Sady and Blood of Chriſt are verily and et 5 
taten and received by tbe Faithful i inthe Ford's Supper. 
For if the Faithful in this Syſtem may not be ſaid 
to feed upon their God, neither can they in the 
Syſtem of Tranfubſtantiatian. 0 

Bur now the Doctor is pleas'd to leave the Churches, 
and to make an Excurſion into the Country, 
the whole Face of which, as he is pleas'd to tell us, 
P. 44. bas the viſible Character. of Paganiſm upon iu 
becauſe of the little Chappels which frequently occur 


upon the Way, where Travellers often kneel down 


to fay a Prayer; and becauſe of the many Croſſes 
every where erected. And who will dare preſume 
Abr chis to open his Mouth in Favour of Popery, 


| when he underſtands, that the Doctor has demon- 


ſtrated, by what he has diſcover'd in his Travels, 

chat all Papiſts are Pagans; becauſe their very Tra- 
vellers are ſo ſuperſtitious as ſometimes to — 
an 


and ſay a Praye 


4 
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r before a Country Chappel, where 


they find ſome Memorial of Chriſt's Paſſion 3 and 
becauſe they hays chery where erected that Anti- 
chriſtian Standard the Cr 


oſs of Chriſt ? But what is 
ſtill more beaibeniſh in the Doctor's Eyes, is, that 


theſe little Oratories or Croſſes are ſometimes un- 
der Trees, and ſometimes upon the Top of Hills, 
which he ingeniouſly interprets to be the High- Places 


condemn'd in the Old Teſtament. But the Truth 


is, and all Papiſts are convinced of it, that a Place 
zs neither better nor worſe for divine Worſhip, be- 
cCauſe it is on a high Place or low; near Trees, or 
at a diſtance from them: And what was con- 


demned of old in the High-Places mention'd in 


the Scripture, was not their being upon Hills, 
for God is no leſs the God of the Mountains 
than of the Valleys; and his Temple in Zeru- 
ſalem was built upon a Hill, viz. on Mount M. 


riab, 2 Chron. iii. 1. but they were conde:nn'd 


| becauſe the Worſhip there exhibited was either hea- 
I theniſh or ſchiſmatical: That it was either given to 
range Gods; or if to the God of Mael, was given 


contrary to his Appointment, who had forbidden 


| Sacrifice to be offer'd in any other Places but. in 
his Temple at Jeruſalem; ſee Deut. xii. 5, 11. 13, 

From the Country the Doctor returns again to 
the Towns, and there quarrels with the Images and 


Altars which he pretends to meet with every where, 


and which he takes to be viſible Marks of Paga- 


niſm : But were the old Pagans to come to life 


again, and to underſtand whoſe Images theſe are, 
ix. of Jeſus Chriſt, of his bleſſed Mother, of his 


Apoſtles and Martyrs, by whoſe Preaching, La- 


bours and Blood, Paganiſh Superſtition was baniſh'd 
out of the World, and who upon that Account are 
now honour'd, they would be far from being of 


the Doctor's Mind; and would look upon theſe 
r Images 


_ conſulted 2 Sam. vi. 


# 153 


I ma ges as evident Proofs of theſe People being Chrif. 
tians, who ſhew ſo much regard to Corift. and his 
Saints. 


But in the Towns the Doctor is alſo offended 
with Proceſſions, which, as he is pleaſed to ſay, are 
ſeen on every Feſtival of | the Virgin, or other Romiſh 
Saints; which he ſuppoſes to be the Oucla Y ο,mues 25 


ofen, Sacrifices, Pomps and Dances mention'd by 


Plutarch in Numa, p. 16. and concludes that theſe 


Proceſſions muſt needs be heatheniſh, the more be- 


cauſe he finds in Apuleius an Account of ſome- 


thing like a Proceſſion perform'd by the Heathens in 
Honour of their Gods, But the Doctor might have 
found an Account of a religious Proceſſion in an 
Author much more ancient than Apuleius, amongſt 


the Worſhippers of the true God, if he would have 
1 fear the Doctor has no 
great Opinion of this kind of Monuments of Anti- 
quity 3 the leſs, becauſe he finds therein frequent 
mention of Miracles, which are Things he can 
never digeſt, wherever he meets thßem. 

But the Pagans, it ſeems, pretended to ; 


cles, and therefore the Romiſb Religion which pre- 


trends to Miracles muſt needs be Paganiſh. *Tis 


a Pity the Doctor did not here ſpeak out in Favour of 
his Friends the Freethinkers, and argue thus, The 
; Pagans pretended to build their Religion upon 


Miracles; therefore the Jewiſh Religion of old, 
and the Chriſtian now, both which appeal to Mira 
cles as their firſt and chief Foundation, are no bet- 
ter grounded than Paganiſm. But even in the In- 
ſtances which the Doctor alledges (and we may be 
ſure he has pitch'd out ſuch as he thought moſt for 
his Purpoſe) *tis eaſy to take notice, that the 
Miracles pretended to by the Pagans had no proba- 


ble Grounds to ſupport them, no Number of Wit- 


neſſes to atteſt them, no contemporary Writers to 
vouch for them, 85 as in the Caſe of the Victory 
— 


3 2 ww 
— 
. * 
va * 
5 


— 


3 T1611, LEES in whol 
ſfoppoſed to "Hive been ained over the Latins by the 4z nor tl 
_ Aﬀiſtance of Caſtor 5 Pollux, all was built upon a 1755 pre! 
Popular Opinion, or the Teſtimony. of one or two | None, b 
that pretended to have ſeen thoſe Deities; which het 7 
Was greedily fw allowed by the General and the Se- 13. J 
Fate as a Token of the Divine Favour, who | —_ 
thereupon erected a Temple to them. Whereas, in ar M. ori 
the Caſe which the Door ſuppoſes to be parallel Faber. 
to this, of the Victories gain'd againſt the Infi- | #4 
dels in the ney; Wars, by the Affiſtance of-the 
 M:rtyrs,' theſe Saint”, as appea's by what be has 
ih the Margin, were ſeen by both the Chriſtian 
and Infidel Army; and the Hiſtory of it was 
Written, as we learn from che Doctor himſelf, by 
an Eye-Wiineſs. 

© But whether the Miracles which he hay vitch'd 
upon for the Subject of his Ridicule be true or falſe, 
there is voching at leaſt heatheniſh in them, and 
conſecqquently nothing that can be of any Service to 
him to make out the exa#? ga, which he 
Pretends to demonſtrate, between, Popery and Pa- 
Laniſn. In the mean time, the Doctor is not ig- 
norant, that 'tis not upon ſuch Things, as moſt of tn 8 
thoſe are which he alledges, that we lay any Streſs; by 
neither have we any need to appeal to them, for valid 
God has been pleaſed in every Age to work far Lens 
more evident Miracles in his Church, by the Mi- . 3 
| niſtry of his Saints; in raiſing the Dead bd Life, in whic 


cur ing the Blind and the Lame, in caſting out Jan 
Devils, in healing in a Moment inveterate Diſeaſes, G 
and the like ſtupendous Works of his Power, atteſt-. Ges 


ed by the moſt authentick Monuments, and very | 292 
frequently (as may be feen in the Acts of the Ca- Rel 
nonigations of the Saints) by the Depoſitions of in- Con 
- humerable Eye-Witneſſes, examin'd upon Oath; | 2 
and by the publick Notariety of the Focts; which | 3 
kind of Miracles, ſo authentically atteſted, will be 
to all Ages a 3 Evidence, 1 the Church, 


1 in 


Fa by Law eſtabliſn'd and 


"Cars 


io whoſe, Da they- have all been wrought, 
in not that idolatrous Pagan Church which the Doc- 
tor pretends, but the true Spouſe, of Chriſt ; which 
alone, has inherited in all Ages that Promiſe which 
het Lord made at his Departute, St. Jobn xiv; 12, 
13. Verily, verily, I ſay unto hot, be that believeth 


| on me, the Works that 1 do ſhall be do alſo, an great- 
r Works. than, theſe. ſhall he do, becauſe I go unto my 


Father. And. whatſorver 25 Bal aſt in wy Nane 


that. will I dig. rel 

And bere I might key my Leave of the Doctor, 
tor what he adds, p. 65, Sc. to derive the Church- 
SanFuaries from. the Ahlum open'd by Romulus to 
receive Fugitives, the Authority of the Pope from 
the Pagan Pontiff, and the Religious Orders from 
the Colleges oi the Augurs, Salli, &c. is ſor very 
weak, that it would be trifling away my Time to 


take any notice of it. But, before we part, I muſt. 


2 the Doctor and his Friends in mind that ſome 


eople will ee infer, from what he imagines 


bo has ſo fully proved, viz. that Popery and Pa- 
aniſm ſtand upon the ſame Bottom, and that one 
is no better than the other; they will infer, I ſay, 


= that the Orders which his Church .pretends to have 


by Succeſſion. from the Church of Rome are nd more 
valid than if they proceeded from an Indian Brach- 
man, or 4. Mabometan Derviſe, [Chandler's Serm. 


P. 36.] And, by the ſelf-ſame Way of arguing, by 


which he pretends to demonſtrate. an exact Con- 
formity T1 45 the Religion of the preſent; Romans 
and that of, their, heathen - Anceſtors, cheſe ſame 
Gentlemen will, with a much fairer Shew of Pro- 
bability, prove an exact Confor mit between 4 
opery. The 
Con equence of. which will be, if the 
not miſtaken in his Parallel, that Engli/b Proteltancy 
is no NEW 1 0 beatbeni lame We 
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of the ſame Kidney, "ſhould take abo Wi Head tb 
A Che Law By bh{h'd With Popery 


Ih One of 
"uy follows to his diffenting Avditory, 


. "hit bee eee call 'thetnſelvesPtote 


Aid Are ill 
| 2 formerly they vere; tho“ one of 'their own 


2 Geet : 


W her Hy 


fis) 


Bet TY lay: Tide Ne to f Ai bolt 
W h let ds fuppoſe that a CB. ot fotme other 


And Fo this ee ould heap together All that he 
Eur” "of" embed, \ Obſervaneks, Er. Which 


Frater have retaibd from the did Reſigion, 27.8 
is learned Declamations dender Mane 


„ Beware, my dearly Beloved, of hof Peppe 


eth call theinfelvis the Church of 'Engltnd: Yor 
heir Religion is wholly 'derived from *thar of 
heir Nou Anceſtôrs, and has un łxaNt Con- 
= we... or Uniformity rather with Popery, and 


dently” With | Paganifim, ffoch Which,” is 


0 4 . Midditton has lately Gerronfttated, che Pa- 
. Fiſts ve bor rod their whole Religion. 


de ark Ye, tity Beloved; how pfainfy "hint! _ 
Bie taken their "whole: \Religibn! from che Pa- 


de nifty; 
cat, ' Their Cra F are the very nate Which 
de Were original! ene y their Fopiſn Anceſtots, 

eited to the fame Popiſh Sabits, 


e fumes 


amy tells them, rhey had better have 
them to Bache or Venus. Now of 
Urhe Honours thit the Papiſts have ever given 
25 their Samts, this öfdedicating Temples to them 
Was certainly the greateſt; far greater tan thut 


f Rifffng their Relicks 6r defirit their Prayers; 
-& and ene qt, if the Chirch'of Rome ere 


=: everguilty of 100 latry in reſatiob to the Saints, 


ghrer the Church, "of Eg 
So ge fame, Willich has ten Chu 
ated to N for one dedicnted tor R 
24h, In theft Churchtes they*have'HitaPs'too 
ou the Papiſts ; ; and what ſhould IN do 
| | 6 8 ere, 


vid 


_ 


Ran | 


«+ Deacons, both as to the Name and 


* Acer Ait dot offer HO MY 9 


105 piſts?” To cheſe Altars they ctitge' a 9, | 
«Which iy ging religious Honour which 
4 Has ap proprixted to himſelf to iſe 272 able Great % 
«3nd therefore is no better than downri 
40 latry, In many Places they have over Wh. le Al. | 
<«tars Huge and Picturet, ee the Papilts, in 
<«"Tpight of the ſecond Commandment. : nd tho? 
« they are. plea? Ito tell us that that they. worlhip 
e them not, Vet Wat can We think when we 
fee them perpetually "bowing down to that which 
Wis indeed do more than an nage, viz, che Name 
of Jet, "which of all Images of Chriſt has the 
me 4 of ſolid "Subſtance in it, as being only 
* fortn'd in the Air by the ene Sound of the 
00 two SyHNables of his Name. But what Reſpe& 


| 6e « thiey have for Ima ages we may judg e by that w 4 


«they ſhew to the Croſs, "which hey, have laely 
exected in the Bigben Place of the capital Ciry 
of the King FW and ſo much are hes "ba © 
= witch'd Vit the 9 7 7 of this 5 1 of Fr ; 
ry, that they look upon none rightly baptized 
* e being ſigned ich the Sen of dhe Cal. 
. diy, Their Ta, or Common Prayer is 
e wholly Popiſh, and at the beſt” but a 185 
'« Ichitation of the Romiſb Maſs; From i is hey 
4 have borrowed their Collects, Leſſons, Tc; and 
« à great Part of what they call their Communion 
„ Service. Their Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts and 
ings 
4 were taken from Rome; and from thence they 


ce All pretend to derive their Succelhoh,, Their way 


| * of ofdainitig. Minifters reſembles that of the Pa- 


« pikts; and is equally blaſphemous in their Bi- 

<< ſhops s pretending 1 to give the Holy hott, 2p. 

<'the Power of forgiving and retainia Sins, "Th 
* Sur plices ate but the Rags of the . 


We Ge” Their Organs Un Muſick in 5 
1 „„ Churches 
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thing they declare with regard to the Fopiſn 
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pes Wards of their Catechiſi) that they, don't 
|. _- believe che Body and Blood of Chriſt to be there, 
A does but aggravate their Guilt beyond that, of 
e ie Papiſts, becauſe: theſe believe that in the 
ment it Ping ip Chriſt, whereas our pre- 
«© "rended Proteſtants believe they have nothing 
Eads op ea of nene IV DH 
| | 1 N there hit Bread and Wige. Inne 1597; 126 T 
oe bey .oblerye Days like the Papiſts in 
Hoon the Saints and Angels : Which if it 
ebe not Relig 5 


ious Worſpip, 1 know not What is. 
„ nenn een e: 
_ «© They pray io be defended by the Angels ig their 
ee pery. Their Calendar is full of Popiſh Saints. 
1. They preſcribe Falte and Abſtinence like the Pa- 
% Books the Faſts of Lent, Virgils, Ember. da)s and 
eee ASX »Þ- , 
«Fridays: Tho, to give them their due, this Part 
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* bor peiy? N 1 0 he, h 3 
* het bur” in their Books. a « 8 4E; — 3 
„In fine,” their. Ga b G0 in | + 
60. Baptiſm, helf Churching of Women after — | 5 De 9 | 
«© bearings their. whole Order of Matrimony, } .. | "mp 
«6: Conſecration of” Churches, their Anointing. * 1 . 
Kings and ſuch like Obſetyalices,” are po et- 2 © "mo 
„ter than Popery ; and, in 4 Word, the whole Face © © 
* Ek theit Religion, both in Town: and Country, 7 
« js an exact Reſemblance of that of their Po pim 4 Tu 
«-Forefathers.” And conſe vently, fince Popery — 
« Paganifm ſtand upon e cannot hut con- 
66 8 that Engl Poren is nearly allied to 5 
„ Paganiſm. Fir wb we ſee theſe SN „ 
« teſtants worſbipping at this Day in the Jane e é 
«© ples, at the ſame Altars, ſometimes before „ 5 Wy = 
40 Images, and always with the ſame Litugßg 
many of the ſame Ceremonies, as the. „„ 
« they muſt have more Charity, as well as Skill in . "=O 
4 tinguiſhing, than I pretend io, who ran abſolye then 
«© from the ſame Crime of Superſtition/and 1dolairy with . 
«6 their Popiſh Anceſtors.” Dr. Middleton, 50 
So far the Nonronformiſt, agreeably to the + ol 2 
which the Doctor has ſer him in his Parallel: = | 
tween Popery and Paganiſm. Now this Kii ok 
Rhetorick, I am perſuaded, Whatever Effect it might 3 
have with regard to Diſſenters, would exeite no 
other Motions in the Minds of Church-Proteſtants 
than thoſe of Indignation or Contenipt: And'the 
ſame would be their Diſpoſitions with regard r 
Middlegon's Performance, if chey wen make uſfe 
of the ſame Weights and Meaſures" in our Caſe as „ 
in their own, _ 
1 ſhall add no more, but that 1 cannot but ap- | 
rehend that the Doctor, in pretending to impeach 
us of Paganiſm, has impugned the known Truth: 
A Truth ſo evident, that, notwithſtanding the vio- 
lent Han 9 and all his bitter ns 4 
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